THE HOOT O

' VVV aaa ANAAA waa VVV
JAN JOAQUIN AUDUBON SOCIETY

SEPT-0CT 1991 VOL 29 # 5

TUE. SEPT 10. General Meeting: Ted Beady will present an
excellent program on the BIOLOGY OF MONO LAKE
7:30. Central United Methodist. Good parking, good
refreshments, announcements. Across from U.O P.
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TUE. SEPT. 17.Board Meeting. 7:30 Home of Pres. J. Blades.
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SAT. SEPT 21_Field Trip to Jacob Meyer's Park. Amagnet for
Tall migrants along the Stanisiaus. Meet Waldo Holt
at Burn's Tower U.0_P. at 7am for this morning trip.
formore information call 462- 4438

((((((({(({{<}>>>>}}}}}}>>>

SAT. SEPT. 28. Field Trip to Bodega Bay. Great diversity not too
far away. Possibles include oldsquaw and puffins.Bring
lunch & meet at Burn's Tower U.O P_at 6am for this all
day trip. Kasey Foley & Rich Peterson will lead 4732904
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SAT. OCT.5. Conservation Fair. Mickie Grove. 953-8800
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OCT 5/0CT 6. Monterey Area Field Trip. Land birds Saturday,
Pelagic Trip Sun. Storm petrels & much, much moret
Space very limited. Joint trip with Sacto. Audubon.
Call David Yee 931-1 5261466-3337. ($35 each)
{({{{{{{{{{{}}}}>}}}}>>
TUE.OCT.8 General Meeting: BIRDS OF COSTA RICA. Photos
from several trips to the area by Marc Fenner, expert
birder who has led tours to Central America.
730 again. Central United Methodist. Across from UOP
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SAT-SUN. OCT. 19-2¢ MOKELUMNE RIVER AND THE PUBLIC
TRUST._A Conference with many excellent speakers.
Sponsors: Committee to Sarve the Mokelumne and
Delta College Natural Resources Dept. Registration
starts at 7:3p Saturday, $25 reg. $15 students. call
Terry Strange at 473-8169 for more information.
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SAT. OCT.19 Field trip. Eastern Foothills for Raptor. Liewallen
Ranch. Leader: John Schick. 464-7083 for details.
L CCCCCCCLIZIIIIDIII>D> i
SAT. 9-14110-12 Cosumnes Monthty Census. J.Schick 4647083
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CAVE CREEK CANYON NEEDS

Terry Ronneberg has just rerurned with his
report on the birds he saw in the southwest on
his vacarion. One place he didn't miss was
Cave Creek Canyon in southeast Arizona.
Birders fram all over the couatry go to Cave
Creek o see ropical species seen almost no -
where else in the country.
BUT, the multinarional Newmant Mining Co,
has obtained a permit fram the U.S. Forest
Servicetodevelop anopen-pit, cyanide leach-
11 gold mine at the mouth of the canyan. The
threar of surface and underground water pol-
lution, or wildlife drinking fram contaminared
ponds. of scenic disturbance has aroused the
e.nvimn.memal:ammuniry.
Your lewters are needed. Leters should be sent
to Senator Alan Cranston

112 Hart Senate Office Bldg.

Washingran, D.C. 205100501

Senator John Seymour

367 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20510

Rep. John Doalittle

House of Representatives

Washington, Dc 20515
PROPOSED STONE LAKES

NAT'L WILDLIFE REFUGE

Your letzers are requested to helpto get support

for one of the better alternative plans for this
proposed refuge. This would be our nearest
National Wildlife Refuge as it is tobe along
both sides of I-5 just south of Sacramento. It
would comprise a remnant of the once vast
Califonria Great Valley riparian and fresh-
waLer seasonal wetland ecosystem. (See next
pageforarticle on ing wetlands. )
Sacramento is one of the fastest growing
regionsin the country.

Manyendangered threatened, candidate,
sensitve, and special concern species use

the area,including yellow-billed cuckoo,
Aleutian canadagoose, sandhill crane,
Swainson's hawk, giant garter snake,

and others. Waterfowl and sharebirds

make heavy use of the area in winter and
asamig staging area. Present are at
least three large rookeries of great blue
hmn,Americanegreu, blnclt-m:wned:ﬁght
herons, and double-crested cormarants.
There have been some appropriations for

study but none yet for acquisition. Purchase
would only be from willing sellers and no
bycondemnanion.

The Fish and Wldlife Servicerecommended
"Alternative C" which would contain 24 333
acres, all within the foodplain. Writeto your
U.S. Senator or Representative in support.

(See previous article for addresses)

QUICK INDEX AND "THE LINK"
Interested in a system which will keep your
cameraseparate from your binocular sirap?
Itis easy to use and if we get orders for [2

you can get ane for $3.58! Also there are
‘quick indexs" to either the new Western
Peterson, National Geographic or Galden field
guides which have alphabetical list of birds and
bird groups to be stuck to the book. .75 each if
we get 12 orders. Talk to Nancy Greenwood at
ane of our next meetings. (she is our unofficial
sales rep for this)

RANCHO NATURALISTA

Those who run this lodge on a 125 acre
ranch in the rain farest of Costa Rica would
like to have you come and bring a .

In fact, if you get Up & group of si¥ paying
friends do they have the deal for you!

"The extensive trail system will reveal various
speciesofmucans.motmm‘mnagm.pm
and parakeets, hummingbirds, trogans, etc.
Some special birds of the area are snowcap
hummingbird, dullmantledanthirdand
lanceolated monklet. SeeSteve Stocking

for moreinformation (465-2729)




FOREST SERVICE REPORTS
Monito__n‘gggﬂgaxedwood;gcker. The largest
Wwoodpecker in North America, is found 1n
highest densities in oldgrowth conifer forests.
The bird s need for large dead trees for nesting,
large hollow treesfor roosting, and dead
Wwoody material for foraging make it susceptible
Loimpact from short-rotation forestry. To
protectthepileated woodpecker National
Farests provide managemenr areas of standing
and downed dead wood. These areas need to
be monitored fortheir effectiveness.

Habitat use and densities of cavity nesti

bird species in the Oregon Coast. Abundance
Enm:nu and habitat use of eight cavity-nesting

ird species in the Coast Ranges of Western
Oregon were studied during spring and summer
1985 and 1986. In general, densities of all
cavity nesting birds were higher in mature and
old-growth forests than in young farests; five
species in 1985 and six species in 1986 were
significantly more abundantin old-growth
forests compared with young forests.

ar Owl & Pileated W,

Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. Thegreat
grey owl nests in raptor nests, an mistletoe
brooms, in broken trees, and on
aruficial platforms. Thepileated woodpecker
excavates nest and roost cavitiesin large-dia-
meter deadrees. Management cancernsfar
both speciesinclude loss of large-diameter
dead trees, shortened rotationsreducing number
of large live trees, and elimination of trees with
mistletoe.
Obviously it is not only the spotted owl that
needs old growth f ; 11
only one of the man ies dependent on the

few mmmmfmmmmmme

western United States.

THISCRAZY CRAZY WORLD

ISix British parakeetsreceived citations
or bravery for their work in detecting
chemical gas during the Persian Gulf
warlast Janvary.

Parakeets and canaries have been used
traditionally incoal minesbecause of
their extreme sensitivitytogas.

But then we have birds out in the woods
and wetlands toa and we ignare their
wnmmgs.

SUMMER TRAVELS AND - 3

BIRD OBSERVATIONS:

Rich Petersen and Kasey Foley observed

the following in Grand Teton Natl. Park in
late July. white pelicans, rumpeier swans,
canadageese, osprey, sandhill cranes, common
nighthawks, yellow headed blackbirds and
others. In Yellowstone they saw Greal Grey
Owl, hairy, Lewis & Three-toed woodpecker,
Grey jay, red crosshill and others. In Idaho
they found many common nighthawks and
Swainsan's hawks. )
Naacy Greeawood observed the following

on her trip to Mantana with the Harpers. (Ed
was an Audubon speaker last year) Late June.
Trumpter swan, grey partridge, upland plover,
great grey owl, black & Vaux's swifts, lark
bunting, McCowen's & chestaut callared
longspur, bobolink, red crossbill and a stalking
bobcat...among many others. )

7enry Roancberyvisitedmanyinteresting
lo:al,{s in the south west this July including
Ramsey, Madera and Cave Creek Canyons,
Patagonia Preserve, Chiricahua Natl. Monu-
ment, and saw many species new 1o him in-
cluding, but not limitedto, the following.
Blue-throated magnificent grey-headed,
Sulpherbellied, broad-billed, and Lucifer
hummers, zone-tailed hawk, Botteri's Sparrow
grey hawk, hepatictanager, eleganttrogans,
pyrrhuloxia, bridled titmouse, Lucy'swarbler
buff-breasted, brown-crested andbiack-tailed
flycarchersand Strickland'swoodpecker.
Steved Linde Stocking observed many
grey-crowned rosy fincheseating mosquitoes
AL Rae Lakes in Kings Canyon Nal. Park.
Steve with Rich Bovbelik observed many birds
common in the Sierra but an the Ruby Crest
Trail in the Ruby Mts. of Nevada late in July.
These included many Cassin's finch, rufous
bummers, siskins but no bears or marmots.
Great Basin Natl. Park had many common
nighthawks. Aflock of lang-billed curlew
Wwere on the alkali flats east of Fallon following
the summer cloudbursts. In late A

Kim #ad Josh Hornertravelled back to I11. and
saw ared-bellied w erin Nebraska and
achestnut-callared langspurin north-eastern
Calarado.

BIRDS



BUSH ADMINISTRATION NARROWS WETLAND DEFINITION

Mr. Bush pledged "no net loss of wetlands” during his term as President. Now he has apparently
with r.bg hel;I;~j of }Eir. Quayle, found a way to do this and keep those w_hq wanl 1o fullin wg_umds for
their projects happy as well. All they had Lo do was to change the definition of ;weua.nds , ®

Now for an area to be a protected marsh it must be inundated with water for 15 consecutive days
or be sarurated for 21 or more days during the growing season. The land must also support certain
plants and soil types. Inthe Bay Area alone, this would mean thar 48,000 acres of seasalx;l wetlands
could lose protection, opening the door for several big devgio_pmen_:s nfm an hold. One ﬁ _
scienrist, who asked not to be identified for fear of losing his job said: "Those of us on the inside
Who are familiar with the rules and regulationsrecognize that the proposed changes will have far-
reaching negative effects on our abiliry to protect wetlands". (Staff has been insuructed not to
criicize the program andto direct all inquiresto EPA headquarters. )

An EPA Region 9internal memo stated; "the changes could reduce the level of Clean Water Act
protection for nearly every type of wetland currently regulated. .. In aregion that has already lost more
than 90 percent of its wetlands base, such changes would be dev 4 . .

We all know the importance of wetlands as wildlife habitat, the great flocks of birds which once
wintered in this valley have been reduced to fractions of whar they once were and are restricted to
season wetlands which remain mostly on wildlife refuges. Wetlands also act as greal spanges to
filter our warer and clean our air. Over 95 percent of the Central Valley's histaric wetlands are
Already gone. Waterfow! populations have declined by more than S0% since 1974, thisin the area
used by fully 60% of Pacific flyway waterfow! each winter. Many of our wildlife refuges do not
now have adequate guaranteed water to meet their needs.

WRITE YOUR SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVE TO:

(1) Object to the Presidents plan to weaken the rules which protect all wetlands, and
particularly those last remnants remaining in the Central Valley.
(2) Ask them to support HR 1306 and S 484 which would ensure that a firm supply of
clean water would be available to our National Wildlife Refuges.

.Sa-n_, lO_Q_a uin >>Joint membership in the National Audubon Society includes l. subscription to both

Audubon Audubon magazine and The Hoot Owl. Make checks payable to National Audubon Socisty

and send to Terry Ronneberg. 1035 Wood Thrush Ln. Tracy Ca. 95376. Send renewals
Soci ety directly to the National Audubon Society.
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