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SAT. MAY. 9. Cosumnes Census: Call John Schick 464-7083
LTI
SAT.MAY_16 The BIG picnic BRUNCH AT LODI LAKE. 8am, a
bird walk with David Yee through the Natural Area. At 10am will be a
picnic brunch, bring something to share and your own place setting.
Audubon will provide coffee, tea and iced tea. Following the brunch
atHughes Beach will be an introduction of the skate of new officers.
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THUR. MAY 21_ Senior Awareness Day Mickie Grove. Help explain

Audubonto the Seniors. Call Daye Yagner if you could help during the
day:943-6997.

LTI 23333333

SAT. MAY 23. Field Trip to Mt. Diablo. Meet leader Jim Rowoth at
Burns Tower U.O.P.at 7:30am. Call him at 462-751 2 for information.
Many habitats, riparian, chaparraland oak woodiand are found on
our neighbor to the west. Also a great view from the top. Bring your
telescope or binoculars and check out the birds. Bring lunch.
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SAT. MAY 23 Tield Trip to Lighthouse Marina, Yolo County.
Restoration and revegetation area. 2-3 hour trip begins at %am in
Dayis. The Yolo Basin Foundation Sponsors the trip to these two
areas being restored to marsh woodland and riparian areas. For
reservations, requested, call 916 756-7248.
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SAT.

JUNE 13. Cosumnes Census: Call John Schick 464-7083
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SAT. JUNE 13. Calaveras Big Trees Field Trip. Check out the
forestin the spring for nesling birds. We will seach for the elusive
Pileated Woodpecker. Leisurely walks, bring lunchand beverage.
We will leave Burns Tower U.O.P.at 7am Steve Stocking 465-2729
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SAT. JUNE 20. Annual Xerces/Stockton Audubon Society Fourth

of July Butterfly Count 815 to 3-30 If you would like to learn
more about butterflies ang help out. CallKathy Schick 464-7083 or
Kirby Brown at 468-3315.
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MAYIJUNE;, Burrowing Owl Census. If you can help David Yee with
this, call him at 466-3337 days or 951-1526 evenings.
{{{{{{{{{{({}}}}}}}}}}}}}

STARTING NOWI Report active Swainson Hawk nests; 462-4438
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BIRDING IN THE HILLS OR ON THE

COAST? (Insect repellents)

Deet-containinginsect repellents appliedtothe

skin orclothing can help prevent mosquito and
tick bites, but deet may cause allergic and toxic
effectsin children and adults, especially when
used onthe skin repeatedlyin high concen-
tralions. YWearing protective clothingtreated
with permethrinin addition to using deet on
€xposed skin provides the greatest degree of

protection agains mosquito and tick bites.

(The Medical Newsletter)

A FEW BIRD SIGHTINGS

3-29 Dave Waagner sighted a B1k-backed
Wood- pecker at Kingsbury grade, Lake Tahoe.
4-15 st Potwish & Buckeye Flat in Sequoia
Natl. Park, Bullocks Oriole, Blk-Headed
Orosbesk, L. Goldfinch, Wh-th Swift, Ash-th.
Flycatcher Cm. Mergansers by S. Stocking.
Also Downy Woodpecker , Pileated Woodpecker ,
Nashville Warb.& R.F Towhee, trail to
Garfield Grove on 4- 16 with Rich Boubelik.
Also s Lewis Woodpecker in Madera Co hills on
4-17. 4-25, Hermit Warbler at Stockton
Rural Cemetary by Jim Rowoth. In April

Doug Height has observed many Canadian

Geese nesting on Camanche, stilts, eagles

and osprey are also in the area of the
shrunken lake.

FIELD TRIP REPORTS BY WALDO HOLT
April 11 15 people, including a few from
Modesto, visited Lodi Lake. The highlight was
observing 30 warblers taking a both. Thes
included Ylw.Rump, Orange Crowned, B k-
throated Grey, and Nashville.

April 22 a small group saw 5 (five) species
of hummers, the most numerous being
Rufous and Caliope with Anna”s and Bk
chinned. A female Costa's sat on a branch for
a minute in front of the group. Waldo claims
to have seen an 18' rattlesnake.

REPORTS FROM THE BIRDATHON
Magic moments for Dave Wagner, Kurt Mize
and Jeff Ryan included the unexpected sight-
ing of 2 wild turkeys, a great-horned owl
with two fledglings in a cliff-side nest and a
nest with two golden eagles all in Del Puerto
Canyon.

Waldo, Kim and Vic started around three in
the morning and spent a rewarding and ex-
hausting day within San Joaquin County.
They found 130 species and deserve a

round of applause.

Other teams led by Steve Stocking and David
Yee and John Blades have not yet reported in,
but & known to be in the vicinity.

—
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WHY WE SUPPORT WETLANDS
Historically, when early settlers arrived in
the Valley, it teemed with diverse and adundant
fish and wildlife. The sky on sunny days was
often reportedly dar kened by the flights of
millions of migratory waterfow! and share-
birds attracied to the Yaliey's massive sea-
sonal and permanent wetlands. Rivers seethed
with spawning salmon and steelhead, and were
hined a mile or more thick with jungle-like
riparian forests. Incredible herds of tule elk
pronghorn antelope and deer roamed the
Yalley.

Today, largely because of agricultural con-
version and flood control, the Yalley is much
different. Only 5§ or the wetlands and less
than 2% of the riparian forests remain. Most
fish populations are down 80 to 90% There is
an ever-growing list of endangered and
threatened species, many of which are depen-

dent on shrinking wetland and riparian hab-
itats.

LEGISLATION TO SUPPORT

Don Edwards (D-Ca) recently introduced H.R.
4255, titled the Wetlands Reform Act of 1992,
Audubon played a key role in drafting this bill,
which is designed to strengthen federal pro-
tection for wetlands while addressing com-
plaints of regulatory uncertainty and delays
which have been leveled against current wet-
lands regulations. H.R. 4255 would also delay
implementation of the Administrations
‘manual” which would remove a minimum of
S0% of the nations's wetlands, pending com-
pletion of a study by the National Acxademy of

Sciences. We urge that you lobby your repre-
sentative to cosponsor this bill,

SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES

San Francisco State s offefing short courses at
theirfield campus nearthe Sierra Buttes_for
college credit. Contact Jim Steele at (415) 338-
1571 0r738-18 14 for furtherinf ormalion. Audubon
has summer, fall and winter workshops and camps
all over. From Field Omithologyin Maine to Nature
Photographyin Yellowst one andtheGrand

Tetons (203) 868-2017.

SEQUOIANATURAL HISTORY ASSOCIATION
has many greal seminars including Grant Grove
Wildflowers on June 20and 21. Call your edit or,

the instructor,at 465-2729f interested in any
of these.
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SINCE THE FIRST EARTH DAY

As one of the [ew persons around here who was active at the time of the [irst Earth Day [ have been
asked to rellect on what changes have occurred during the over twenty years of heightened environ-
mental awareness. On a most positive note it is gratilying to see how many more people are involved
in various national, state and local organizations than were at that time. But then, there are a lot
more people and that it still the big problem. Certainly the environmental situation has changed in
the last 25 vears since I [irst became involved.

Cars are cleaner and lighter, but as with people there are a lot more of them so the air pollution
problem has not gone alway in areas where the population is on the increase. We recycle a lot more
material, but there is lots more to recycle and the successful, meaninglul recycling of plastics is a
long way off. More markets are needed lor recycled materials or it is unlikely that recycling will
expand. Land[lills are more environmentally Iriendly, they are encouraging recycling but are still
lilling up last.

We are more carefull about the chemicals which we use, but we stil use more than are really
necessary for killing “weeds and pests”.. Our county still has no real method to deal with toxic
chemical leftovers, but does a much better job of cleaning up chemical spills and bringing the
“perps” to justice. Even so some local business interests have complained that the District Attorney
has come down too hard on some of the chemical polluters. We still have not solved the problem of
cleaning up old chemical accumulations such as are found at old mine dumps and land [ills. The
poisoning of the Mokelumne by the old mine at Camanche is a prime example locally.

We are treating our waste water more completely, but more is being produced. When there is a
problem it can be big, like recently at San Diego. But in much of the world there is little treatment
and the results can come to us. Shrimp [rom polluted water in Peru became part of airline food and
let to over 76 cholera cases in the States. With the drought and the big increase in California pop-
ulation there are still lierce arguments over water. San Joaquin County has one [ull time employee
who does nothing but negotiate for new sources for our growing population. He has his eye on new
canals and dams to bring water Irom the Stanislaus, Mokelumne, American, and others. But others
covet those waters as well. Even the Peripheral Canal has not gone away but rears its water sucking
head on many ocassions.

We have plans to cover up more of our farmland with both expanding cities and live proposed new
towns. Back then Senator Garamendi was Lrying to protect [armland, and now Senator Johnston is
trying to protect some of the remaining land of the Delta. But at the same time others are trying to
weaken the Williamson Act by having it give tax breaks to the developers of golicourses and
equestrian centers in addition to the legtimate agricultural lands.

Forestry legislation was under review Lthen as it is now. The Mining Act of 1872 is still in force.
Then President Regan, with the help of V.P. Bush was trying to relax regulations protecting wetlands
[rom draining.Now its V.P. Quyle trying to relax both endangered species and wetland protection.

California now has a population of about 300 million and grows by 800,000 a year. Some of these
will certainly come to San Joaquin County.How do we [ind the resources, land. water, energy and
provide the wasteand sewage disposal for everybody? How do we accomodate growth and preserve
open space, clean air and clean water? Who pays for all the new services which are needed, the new
streets and highways, the new schools, social services and parks? Parks are increasing fees and
Culling hours, a wonderful area given Lo the County for a park is being divided up and sold off for
rural ranchets. When there isn't enough money, what gets cut lirst?

_Bul_. compared with many other areas of the world, we are in good shape because our
population is not growing as rapidly and our economy is more healthy. Here we use s0 many

resuurf:as that other countries are impacted for materials which we import. The population of Lhe

world is at about 5.3 billion and growing by 100 million anually.

Ciadiive Sglil ca:'t hurt to work to protect old growth lorests, stop global warming, encourage
reily and protect prime [armland. It's good to recycle and to

people do seem Lo be concerned wi 5 . k. It Taacraresampensa

th various aspects of the environment, If Lthey are employed. But

elforts. Also elforts i
et i T e e are needed to encourage economic and social

oped Countries. This results in lower levels of fertility, a stronger
economy and less stress to the environment..

: We depend upon the earth and our numbers are
causing more abuse than back in 1970.

1 am no dilferent than many others who became involved in Lhis environmental effort back in
1970. Parhnp:.* the only difference is that | am more stuborn and so am still involved. I have faith
that people still can make this a better place [or coming generations. Bul greed has to go.
Steve Stocking, April 1992, Earth Day
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San Joaquin
Audubon

Society

Officers:
Fresident. Jobkn Blades
J73-707F
President Flect:
David Wagner
Secretary. Nancy
Ballot 965-945 /
Trogsurer: Jim
Rowolth 462-7512
Board Msmbars:
Terry Ronneberg
Steve Slocking
Kasay Foley
Dennis Smilh
Chairmen:
Editor S. Stocking
Programs: D. Yee
Field Trips: David Yee
Conservalion: Waldo Holl
Membership: Terry Ronneberg
_Historian:
Education: J. Gaia & E.Johnson
Hospitality: Nancy Greenwood
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»>Joint membership in the National Audubon Society includes a subscription to hnt!'n
Audubon magazine and The Hoot Owl. Hake checks payable to National Audubon Society
and send to Terry Ronneberg. 1035 Wood Thrush Ln. Tracy Ca. 95376. Send renewals
directly to the National Audubon Society. ' _
-—$35 individual---$38 family---$20 student---$21 senior. $23 senior family
-—-$50 sustaining---$250 contributing-—-$ 1,500 life——$Snewsietter (non-member)
Name: Address:
City: State Zip-

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S.Postage
Paid
Stockton, CA.
Permit No.450

STOCKTON AUDUBON SOCIETY
236 West Knoles Way
Stockton. CA. 95204




